usually the leader of a cell, whose task was to maintain a secure communication infrastructure through which secret messages, publications and financial transactions as well as agents, instructors and emissaries of the Comintern Apparatus could bypass the surveillance of the police and military intelligence anywhere in the world. Starting in the 1920s through the establishments of a series of so-called Port Bureaus and International Seamen Clubs (Interclubs) through the IPAC Transport, the system was to be refined and reorganized on a global scale by the ISH and its national sections during the 1930s. Nevertheless, the basic structure of the system remained untouched despite the systemic changes in 1930. The operations of the ISH therefore rested on two pillars: the cells on board the ships and the Port Bureaus and Interclubs. Gestapo in 1933 has been criticized in Dieter Nelles for an uncritical interpretation of the German and Russian sources. 16 Borgersrud's doctoral thesis, too, supports Nelles' argument and with a bulk of Norwegian, Swedish, German, Dutch, Belgian and Russian archival material is able to present a much more nuanced outline of the activities of the ISH and the There are a few studies outlining the national, regional and even meta/trans-regional aspects of the International of Harbour and Seamen. Apart from Eiber's and Nelles' works on the activities of the ISH in Germany and the activities of the German exile sections after 21 I am grateful to Dieter Nelles for localizing me the report. 22 1933, the activities of George Hardy, the leader of the Seamen Minority Movement in the United Kingdom, and the futile attempt to establish a red seafarer's union is critically assessed by J. Manley and Kevin Morgan. 26 A critical presentation of George Mink's activities as organizer of the IPAC Transport in the USA and his activities as head of the Marine Workers' Industrial Union (MWIU), the ISH Section in the USA, is provided by Vernon L. Pedersen. 27 In addition, there is Bruce Nelson's 'history from below' of the Red waterfront in the USA and the 1934 longshoremen strike in San Francisco and the role of the MWIU. 28 At least two studies outline the operations of the L'Internationale des marins et des dockers (IMD), as the ISH was known in French, in France. Marie-Paule Dhaille-Hervieu's monograph provides a general outline on the communist activities, including those of the IMD, in Le Havre from a local, national and international perspective as well as a sub-chapter on the local comments on Jan Valtins' critical remarks on the French communist (and ISH Instructor) Pierre Villon. 29 The other study is Constance Margain's forthcoming PhD thesis on the IMD and ISH. Her ambition is to give the first full analysis of the objectives and activities of the organization as well as to provide a biography of about 500 activists. participants attended a meeting that ended with the call for the foundation of a "Kampfinternationale aller Seetransportarbeiter," i.e., an International of Maritime Workers. The newly established platform was for several months an unwritten chapter for both its target groups and the secret police. According to lengthy report by a police informant on an international meeting of harbour workers and seamen held in Altona from the 10 th to the 55 However, what Krebs and others have either downplayed or actively neglected was the outspoken will of the RILU to first and foremost establish a revolutionary trade union platform and global alternative to the ITF. 65 The subversive and clandestine part certainly existed, and will be discussed further below, but it was rather the aggressive and uncompromising labour union tactics that met the concern not only among shipowners and national governments but also the national reformist unions. One of the main structural problems of the ISH was its dual position as both independent and communist-controlled union. Its links to the party apparatus was generally weak; this was the case not only in Hamburg but also characterized the relationship between the party and the various national ISH sections throughout the world. While most, if not all, of the leading comrades were party members, the majority of the rank-and-file where rather syndicalists than communists. At times in Hamburg, the ISH was even at loggerheads with the communist organizations, such as the Red Marine or even the local branch of the KPD.
On the other hand, the independent position of the organization was advantageous from a strategic and tactical perspective -it was not controlled by the local KPD or RGO apparatus in Hamburg neither were its sections taking any directives of the national parties or red union leadership. Nevertheless, the weak relationship between the ISH and its sections and the party was time and again considered time and again to be a handicap, especially when the ISH Einheitsverband had focussed on enlisting unemployed seamen and dockers and being quite successful hereby. However, although impressive on paper, the membership was substantially less than those of the reformed unions. 98 On the other hand, the various cells that Guyana. 134 In July 1932, the ISH decided to interfere and to send Richard Krebs as instructor on a special mission to reorganize work in the British harbours in July 1932. 135 Hardy was accused for the "total breakdown" of the SMM, 136 and was forced to resign. 137 O'Connell, at this time belonged to the Hardy fractions, was criticized for blocking his followers to join the reorganized SMM section in Cardiff. 138 Chris Jones was expelled from the SMM as Krebs accused him for working as a police informant or at least on commission for the NUS. visited the club. The club organized 15 large gatherings, 5 information evenings, 25 concerts, 18 sport events, 9 leisure evenings as well as one legal and one illegal demonstration. 160 However, as noted above, the activities of the Inter-Clubs were constantly reorganized. In
Hamburg, for example, 4-weeks special training courses for Anglophone, Scandinavian and 'Negro' seamen were introduced in 1932.
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The clandestine network: The Ship Cells
If the International Seamen's Clubs were the backbone of the ISH, then the ship cells were its core units. 162 Albert Walter was claimed to have established a card index listing all ships with ISH cells but its whereabouts today are not known -the German police was never able to confiscate it but, seemingly, it was never transferred to Moscow either.
The most reliable cells included those on board German merchant ships although their activities became increasingly constrained since 1929 due to the increased activity of the Nazi seamen organization. Seamen who were known to be communists were side-stepped and not hired by the shipowners. Walter's network on board the German merchant fleet was shrinking and he was urged to establish an international communications network that was capable to take actions in case of a crisis. congress of seamen and dockers. 175 The date for the congress was set to the latter half of May 1932 and it was to convene in Copenhagen. 176 Back in Moscow the RILU Budget Commission prepared an outline for the congress.
Funds were needed to cover for 250 delegates to be invited for 5 days, and an additional 100 participants for 8 days. In total about 20,000 USD were budgeted to cover for the expenses of a total of 296 delegates. 177 Nevertheless, the RILU Secretariat also calculated with the possibility of a negative reply from the Danish authorities and urged the organizers to prepare an alternative plan if Copenhagen turned out to be impossible. Most important, the Secretariat underlined, was the legality of the congress: an illegal event was under no circumstances to be preferred. 178 Not surprisingly, the Danish authorities rejected the application of the ISH. The organizers then had to find a replacement and in the end managed to convince the local authorities in Altona, one of Hamburg's suburbs but administratively part of Prussia, to give their backing for the venue. 179 Despite police harassment and all sorts of difficulties, some the 21 st to the 24 th of May 1932.
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The Congress was a typical masquerade by the Comintern: although the overwhelming majority of the delegates were non-communist, the communists "fraction" or minority held a tight control over every meeting. 181 In public, the congress downplayed the revolutionary aim of the ISH and the organizers were strictly ordered to make sure that the vocabulary of the proclamations and presentations did not arouse the suspicion of the police. 193 Although the ISH Secretariat planned to continue its global operations, it soon had to realize that major structural changes were necessary as its economic resources were extremely low.
As a consequence, the technical instructors were abolished and the subsidies to the national sections as well as the financial support to strikers and strike campaigns had to be cancelled. 194 The inability of the ISH to fully engage and monitor national strikes became evident during the seamen's strikes in Sweden and Finland in 1933. In both cases, the ISH played a bizarre role. In Sweden, the ISH Secretariat was able to send an instructor to monitor the strike activities of the RFO, although with little success. 195 In Finland, the ISH Secretariat was not even informed about the plans of the Finnish Seamen's Union to start a strike and therefore upheld at first a negative stance towards the Finnish strike. 196 Another disappointment was the disturbing news about the activities of Albert Walter who had been released by the police in July 1934. His disloyal behaviour was noted already while he was in concentration camp, and when he witnessed in a trial against communist comrades, it was proven that he had become a renegade. 202 Consequently, he was excluded from the ISH. 203 The Executive Committee made two attempts to reorganize the operations of the ISH.
As the Secretariat, at first, did not function legally in Copenhagen -and the Illegal Secretariat had still to be reactivated -the first secret meeting was organized in connection with the World Congress against War and Fascism in Paris in June 1933. 204 The second secret gathering took place one year later in Antwerp. 205 The outcome was that the 'legal'
Secretariat of the ISH would be reorganized and to be moved to Paris while the 'illegal'
Secretariat, headed by Adolf Schelley, was to be placed in R[otterdam].
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The liquidation of the radical waterfront An attempt to revitalize the operations of the ISH was outlined at the same time as the Comintern and the RILU had started to redefine the 'Class-Against-Class'-tactics in 1934.
The outcome of this process was an ill-defined attempt to introduce the return to the united front-strategies. While such tactics were implemented in France and Spain already in 1934, they received official backing first at the Seventh World Congress of the Comintern in 1935.
The unclear general political strategy caused much confusion among the rank-and-file members in the various communist organisations, including the ISH. Already in late 1934, the ISH Secretariat had prepared statements calling for opening discussions with the ITF and for united actions of the national unions in Denmark and France. 207 In November 1934, a confidential circular letter was sent to the leadership of the national sections, calling them to submit proposals for a united front with the ITF. 208 In December, the decision was made in Even more depressing must have been the realization of the Illegal Secretariat of the ISH that there was no point to summarize a world congress in 1935. 213 Instead, it was decided in Moscow that the Copenhagen Committee was to be reorganized as an opposition group within the ITF ("Oppositionsbewegung innerhalb der ITF"). 214 However, such plans met stiff critique among the rank-and-file members of ISH. 215 the Nevertheless, an enlarged plenum of the ISH Executive Committee convened in Paris in May 1935 to discuss the reorganization of the ISH. 216 It was to be the last organized gathering of the ISH leadership. Interestingly, although the plenum welcomed the idea of amalgamating the ISH with the ITF, the illegal structures of the ISH were not to be affected of the fusion. 217 Instead, these structures were to be used by Ernst Wollweber to establish his own parallel organization, the so-called AntiFascist League. 218 The discussions with the ITF ended in a cul-de-sac. In the mind of the ITF, the ISH had by 1935 outplayed its role, if it ever had any. This was also the conclusion of an internal assessment report on the activities of the ISH in October 1935. By that time, there existed no
